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The State of  our Infrastructure: A Summary 

In the 2017 edition of  its quadrennially issued infrastructure report card, the 
American Society of  Civil Engineers (ASCE) gave this nation's infrastructure a grade 
of  D+. The report provided assessments of  the individual states, and though the 

ASCE did not issue a separate grade for Indiana, it did note that 7.4% of  the state's 
bridges were rated structurally deficient, 266 dams were high-hazard potential, and that, 
of  the nearly 97,000 miles of  public roads, 12% were in poor condition, costing each 
driver in the state $480 annually.  Drinking water needs across 20 years were an estimated 1

$7.52 billion, and wastewater needs for that same time period totaled $7.16 billion.  "This 2

deteriorating infrastructure," the ASCE warned, "impedes Indiana's ability to compete in 
an increasingly global marketplace.”  3

 

(Infographics from Infrastructure Report Card: Key Facts About Indiana's Infrastructure, available at: 
https://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Indiana-2019.pdf) 

 American Society of  Civil Engineers. (2017). Infrastructure in Indiana. ASCE. https://1

www.infrastructurereportcard.org/state-item/indiana/

 American Society of  Civil Engineers. Infrastructure in Indiana.2

 American Society of  Civil Engineers. Infrastructure in Indiana. 3

3

https://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/state-item/indiana/
https://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/state-item/indiana/


Benefits of  Infrastructure Investment 
	 Public infrastructure includes the roads, bridges, dams, water and sewer systems, 
railways and subways, airports, and harbors of  a country, state, or region, which are 
essential to its functioning.  "Growing communities rely on well-functioning water and 4

sewer systems."  Well-kept roads, railroads, airports, and harbors "connect supply chains 5

and efficiently move goods and services across borders [and] connect households across 
metropolitan areas to high quality opportunities for employment, healthcare, and 
education… This same economic logic applies to broadband networks[.]"  Infrastructure 6

(and the maintenance thereof), as the ASCE implied, "is the backbone of  a healthy 
economy."   7

	 And yet, funding is lacking. The federal 
government's 2019 fiscal year budget cut funding for 
infrastructure, and the federal gas tax has not seen an 
increase in nearly 30 years.  According to the 8

Congressional Budget Office, the federal Highway 
Trust fund will be insolvent after next year.  For this 9

reason, Elizabeth McNichol asserts that state and 
local governments — "the stewards of  most of  the 
country's public capital," owning over 90 percent of  
public non-defense infrastructure assets — need to 
take the lead in infrastructure spending.  
	 As of  2017, however, state and local spending 
on infrastructure was at less than 2 percent of  the 
nation's gross domestic product (GDP) — the lowest 

 Infrastructure. (n.d.). Merriam-Webster.com dictionary. https://www.merriam-webster.com/4

dictionary/infrastructure	  

 McNichol, Elizabeth. (2019, March 19). It's Time for States to Invest in Infrastructure. Center on 5

Budget and Policy Priorities. https://www.cbpp.org/research/state-budget-and-tax/its-time-for-
states-to-invest-in-infrastructure

 Puentes, Robert. (2015, January 20). Why Infrastructure Matters: Rotten Roads, Bum Economy. 6

Washington Examiner. https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/why-infrastructure-matters-
rotten-roads-bum-economy

 Puentes, Robert. Why Infrastructure Matters: Rotten Roads, Bum Economy.7

 McNichol, Elizabeth. It's Time for States to Invest in Infrastructure.8

 McNichol, Elizabeth. It's Time for States to Invest in Infrastructure.9

4

Infographic from It's Time for States to 
Invest in Infrastructure

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/infrastructure
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/infrastructure
https://www.cbpp.org/research/state-budget-and-tax/its-time-for-states-to-invest-in-infrastructure
https://www.cbpp.org/research/state-budget-and-tax/its-time-for-states-to-invest-in-infrastructure
https://www.cbpp.org/research/state-budget-and-tax/its-time-for-states-to-invest-in-infrastructure
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/why-infrastructure-matters-rotten-roads-bum-economy
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/why-infrastructure-matters-rotten-roads-bum-economy
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/why-infrastructure-matters-rotten-roads-bum-economy


it has been since the 1950s.  Additionally, sources of  funding are being reduced, as states 10

cut taxes and offer corporate subsidies in an attempt to bolster economic growth.  These 11

actions may be counterproductive, however, as public works projects can help stimulate 
economies. Studies conducted within the last 25 years show that investing in 
infrastructure tends to increase economic productivity, "which typically means higher 
wages and a better quality of  life."  Additionally, large public construction projects 12

generate hundreds of  well-paying jobs, which, for major projects, can last a few years.  13

Once structures are built, they will require maintenance, creating other jobs in turn. 
	  
Infrastructure in Indiana and District 49 
	 Perhaps having seen the ASCE report, or merely being aware of  the need for 
investment, Indiana governor Eric Holcomb, in July 2017, released plans for the first five 
years of  a 20-year program aimed at improving the state's roads and bridges.  The Next 14

Level Roads initiative, as it was dubbed, called for $4.7 billion to resurface 10,000 miles 
of  pavement and repair or replace over a thousand bridges, and pledged $342 million per 
year to assist local governments in paying for road projects.  To fund the plan, Holcomb 15

proposed increases in dozens of  taxes and fees, including raising the state's fuel tax by 10 
cents per gallon.  16

	 The plan appears to be paying off. CNBC, in a 2019 ranking of  states, noted that 
the percentage of  bridges in poor condition had declined to 6.2% and that the percentage 
of  roads in unacceptable condition stood at 9.4%, marking a 22% improvement since 

 McNichol, Elizabeth. It's Time for States to Invest in Infrastructure.10

 McNichol, Elizabeth. It's Time for States to Invest in Infrastructure.11

 McNichol, Elizabeth. It's Time for States to Invest in Infrastructure.12

 McNichol, Elizabeth. It's Time for States to Invest in Infrastructure.13

 Ober, Andy. (2017, July 13). Holcomb Unveils 'Next Level Roads' Plan. Inside Indiana Business. 14

https://www.insideindianabusiness.com/story/35878621/holcomb-unveils-next-level-roads-plan

 Ober, Andy. Holcomb Unveils 'Next Level Roads' Plan.15

 Ober, Andy. Holcomb Unveils 'Next Level Roads' Plan.16
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2017.  The state's 20-year water-system needs however, remained at $7.5 billion.  17 18

Nonetheless, CNBC ranked Indiana first in the nation. The assessment was less rosy in an 
article printed August 2020 in USA Today, which analyzed data from the U.S. 
Department of  Transportation to rank states according to infrastructure needs, adding to 
its consideration the number of  train derailments from 2015 through 2019 "adjusted per 
mile of  railroad track."  Explaining Indiana's 29th place ranking, the authors cited 215 19

locomotive derailments — 11th highest among states, excluding Iowa — and the 6.2% of  
structurally deficient bridges.  However, with 8.6% of  its roads in poor condition (down 20

even further from the 9.4% cited in the CNBC ranking), Indiana bore the distinction of  
being "one of  only eight states where less than 10% of  roadway is in poor condition."  21

 Cohn, Scott. (2019, July 10). Trump and Dems agree America's infrastructure needs a $2 trillion fix. These 17

5 states are in the best shape in 2019. CNBC. https://www.cnbc.com/2019/07/10/5-states-with-the-
best-infrastructure-in-america-in-2019.html?
_ga=2.244296517.1306121303.1600054858-257352444.1600054858

 Cohn, Scott. Trump and Dems agree America's infrastructure needs a $2 trillion fix. These 5 states are in the 18

best shape in 2019. 

 Stebbens, S., Sauter, M., & Comen, E. (2020, August 18). Infrastructure: Unsafe roads, bridges, 19

railways across the US, conditions by state. 24/7 Wall Street. https://www.usatoday.com/story/
money/2020/08/18/states-infrastructure-roads-bridges-railroads-needing-repair/42211689/

 Stebbens, S., Sauter, M., & Comen, E. Infrastructure: Unsafe roads, bridges, railways across the US, 20

conditions by state.

 Stebbens, S., Sauter, M., & Comen, E. Infrastructure: Unsafe roads, bridges, railways across the US, 21

conditions by state.
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(Train derailment in Elkhart County [Photo credit: WSBT22 News, available at: 
https://wsbt.com/news/local/2-injured-when-over-a-dozen-train-cars-derail-in-elkhart-county]) 
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	 The governor has since announced that the state amended its agreement with the 
Indiana Toll Road Concession Company (ITRCC) that would allow the ITRCC to 
increase toll rates in exchange for $1 billion.  This money would fund further 22

investments, including "$100 million to bring affordable high-speed fiber optic broadband 
access to unserved and underserved areas of  the state," $190 million for projects on U.S. 
20 and 30 that include resurfacing and bridge improvements and new interchanges on 
U.S. 31 to cut the number of  stoplights between South Bend and Indianapolis down to 
two, $90 million to increase hiking and biking trails, and $20 million for international 
nonstop flights to and from Indianapolis."  Additionally, Ports of  Indiana entered into an 23

agreement that could lead to the development of  a fourth state port in Lawrenceberg.  24

	 A number of  projects are underway in District 49 as well. Earlier this year, the 
Goshen Redevelopment Commission approved an updated five-year project funding plan 
to finance projects such as a water main extension along Pike Street, replacement and 
construction of  new sidewalks, and the installation of  new gravity sewer mains along 
Lincolnway East.  The Michiana Area Council of  Governments released its plan for the 25

town of  Middlebury, which includes road reconstruction projects on U.S. 20 and S.R. 13, 
sets forth a goal to "proactively maintain and update street signs, street pavement 
markings, tree canopy, and landscaping," and identifies a need to install a detention tank 
at the water treatment plant and reconstruct lift stations.  In nearby Elkhart, $7 million 26

worth of  fiber optic installation is planned for the next few years.  27

 Office of  the Governor. (n.d.). 2019 Next Level Connections Fact Sheet. State of  Indiana. https://22

www.in.gov/gov/files/NextLevel%20Connections%20facts%20sheet.pdf

 Office of  the Governor. 2019 Next Level Connections Fact Sheet.23

 Office of  the Governor. 2019 Next Level Connections Fact Sheet.24

 Kline, John. (2020, January 22). Future Goshen redevelopment plans include infrastructure, quality of  life 25

projects. Goshen News. https://www.goshennews.com/news/future-goshen-redevelopment-plans-
include-infrastructure-quality-of-life-projects/article_6c13e0dc-3d71-11ea-9bc0-
df9a1c7f0a8d.html

 Michiana Area Council of  Governments. (2020). Town of  Middlebury 2030 Comprehensive Plan. 26

MACOG. http://www.macog.com/docs/community_devel/comp_plan/middlebury/
CompPlan-full.pdf

 Fouts, Jordan. (2020, April 11). $3M in fiber projects part of  $7M plan, RDC hears. Elkhart Truth. 27

https://www.elkharttruth.com/hometown/3m-in-fiber-projects-part-of-7m-plan-rdc-hears/
article_fb162eda-e356-5e14-aa6b-6ff88a948ee1.html
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Considerations for the Future 
	 It goes without saying that it is in the district and the state's interest to continue to 
invest in ambitious infrastructure development. Moving forward, however, it may be 
necessary to take our changing climate and weather patterns into consideration when 
evaluating improvements, repairs, or new construction. Roads and pavement typically 
have a lifespan of  around 20 years while bridges are designed to last up to 100 years.  28

The anticipated increase in extreme weather events due to climate change, such as 
flooding, heat stress, drought, and varying freeze patterns will present threats for systems 
within the state, impacting structural supports and materials for bridges and highways, 
causing pavement and railway buckling, reducing the lifespan of  pavements, and causing 
soil erosion.   29

	 The state has already begun to see the effects of  extreme weather events. "Between 
1992 and 2009, the number of  electric transmission outages caused by severe weather 
was 14, with 9 from thunderstorms and 4 from heat waves. Furthermore, between 2003 
and 2012, Indiana experienced 39 major electricity outages due to weather, ranking 9th 
in the nation."  In 2016, heat damage resulted in concrete buckling on portions of  30

Indiana 331 and roads in South Bend, necessitating repairs.  And in 2018, severe river 31

 Craighead, Mary. (2018, June). Climate Change and Its Impact on Infrastructure Systems in Indiana. 28

Midwest Economic Policy Institute. https://midwestepi.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/indiana-
infrastructure-and-climate-change-final.pdf

 Craighead, Mary. Climate Change and Its Impact on Infrastructure Systems in Indiana.29

 Craighead, Mary. Climate Change and Its Impact on Infrastructure Systems in Indiana. [Internal 30

citations omitted.]

 Craighead, Mary. Climate Change and Its Impact on Infrastructure Systems in Indiana.31
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Climate Projections Through the Middle of  the Century
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flooding forced the evacuation of  a neighborhood near downtown Elkhart and resulted in 
a state of  emergency declaration through the county.  32

	 While reducing greenhouse gas emissions remains of  foremost importance in 
warding off  a precipitous increase in future catastrophes that threaten roadways, bridges, 
dams, and railroads, Indiana should also consider updating its design standards.  Current 33

standards "often use historical climate and weather data, but future climate projections 
should be considered," given that structures are designed to last for decades.  Future 34

infrastructure planning may require the incorporation of  "thicker pavements, different 
material types, varied culvert location or size, higher bridge heights [ ] or different bridge 
foundations, green roofs, rain gardens, permeable pavers, and porous concrete and 
asphalt."  Electricity systems and transmission lines, which "are susceptible to high 35

winds, ice, snow, and electrical storms" should be designed to withstand same.  36

Transmission lines could be moved underground or coated in hydrophobic material that 
protects against water and ice coating, while lines may be strengthened with steel poles, 
and breakaway cables installed "to avoid complete system failures in the form of  
cascading poles."  37

 Wright, Lincoln. (2018, February 22). Residents evacuated from flooded Elkhart neighborhood. South 32

Bend Tribune. https://www.southbendtribune.com/news/weather/residents-evacuated-from-
flooded-elkhart-neighborhood/article_b2c990a6-1732-11e8-a555-5f222cc6a45a.html)

 Craighead, Mary. Climate Change and Its Impact on Infrastructure Systems in Indiana.33

 Craighead, Mary. Climate Change and Its Impact on Infrastructure Systems in Indiana.34

 Craighead, Mary. Climate Change and Its Impact on Infrastructure Systems in Indiana.35

 Craighead, Mary. Climate Change and Its Impact on Infrastructure Systems in Indiana.36

 Craighead, Mary. Climate Change and Its Impact on Infrastructure Systems in Indiana.37
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Legislative Action in Indiana 

The following section summarizes legislative action that has been taken within the 
last two years. The font colors used below indicate the party to which the 
legislator belongs, where blue is 'Democratic' and red is 'Republican.' 

Recently Passed Legislation 

• Public Law 90-2020/Enrolled Senate Bill No. 433 

Prohibits the director of  the department of  natural resources (DNR) from removing an 
abode or residence from a floodway if: (1) it was constructed before 2020; (2) the owner 
has taken measures to elevate the lowest floor to at least two feet above the one hundred 
year flood elevation within two years after receiving notification from the department 
concerning the abode or residence; and (3) the owner has taken necessary measures to 
comply with all applicable floodway regulations.  

• Public Law 137-2020/Enrolled Senate Bill No. 254 

Author Name (District) * = co-author

Sen. Eric Bassler (39) Sen. Blake Doriot (12)

Sponsor Name (District)

Rep. Shane Lindauer (63)

Author Name (District) * = co-author

Sen. Ed Charbonneau (5) Sen. Eric Koch (44)

Sen. Susan Glick (13) Sen. David Niezgodski* (10)

Sen. Mark Stoops* (40) Sen. J.D. Ford* (29)

Sen. Lonnie Randolph* (2) Sen. James Merritt* (31)

Sen. John Ruckelshaus* (30)

Sponsor Name (District)

Rep. Edmond Soliday (4) Rep. Ethan Manning (23)

Rep. Ryan Hatfield (77) Rep. Dollyne Sherman (93)
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Provides that the general maximum limit on the revenues used in determining the 
adjustment of  a water or wastewater utility's rates and charges does not apply to 
infrastructure improvement costs for highways, streets, or roads. Allows both municipally 
owned utilities and public utilities to treat the costs of  replacing customer-owned lead 
service lines as eligible infrastructure improvements for which rates and charges may be 
adjusted. 

• Public Law 166-2020/Enrolled Senate Bill No. 229 

Provides that a permit is not required from the state department of  environmental 
management (IDEM) to maintain or reconstruct a regulated drain in certain 
circumstances, so long as the work takes place within the current easement and does not 
substantially affect the drain's performance of  functions for which it was designed. 

• Public Law 43-2019/Enrolled House Bill No. 1019 (2019) 

Increased the ceiling under which a board of  aviation commissioners or airport authority 
board may perform certain public construction projects with its own workforce to 
$150,000. Increases to $150,000 the ceiling under which a county drainage board may 
obtain quotes rather than advertise for bids for certain projects under the drainage law. 

Author Name (District) * = co-author

Sen. Victoria Spartz (20) Sen. Blake Doriot (12)

Sen. Linda Rogers (11)

Sponsor Name (District)

Rep. David Wolkins (18) Rep. Robert Cherry (53)

Author Name (District) * = co-author

Rep. Jim Pressel (20) Rep. Karen Engleman* (70)

Rep. Vernon Smith* (14) Rep. Michael Karickhoff* (30)

Sponsor Name (District)

Sen. Mike Bohacek (8) Sen. Brian Buchanan (7)

Sen. Lonnie Randolph (2)

11



• Public Law 189-2019/Enrolled Senate Bill No. 460 (2019) 

Established the rural broadband fund for the purpose of  awarding grants for broadband 
projects in rural areas and provides that the department of  transportation (INDOT) may 
create a broadband corridor program to manage communications infrastructure along or 
within limited access highway rights-of-way. 

• Public Law 138-2018/Enrolled House Bill No. 1089 (2018) 

Amended the law concerning the St. Joseph River basin commission, changing the 
makeup of  the membership to include county surveyors and soil and water conservation 
district representatives, while eliminating a member of  the soil and water conservation 
district appointed by the governor. Allows a political subdivision in a participating county 
to enter into an agreement with the commission for developing a plan to improve water 
quality or mitigate flooding. Also permits the commission, its executive board, or its 

Author Name (District) * = co-author

Sen. Mark Messmer (48) Sen. Erin Houchin (47)

Sen. Jean Leising (42) Sen. Eric Koch* (44)

Sen. Mark Stoops* (40) Sen. Mike Bohacek* (8)

Sen. Jeff  Raatz* (27) Sen. Lonnie Randolph* (2)

Sen. Chip Perfect* (43) Sen. James Tomes* (49)

Sen. Ron Alting* (22) Sen. James Buck* (21)

Sponsor Name (District)

Rep. Edmond Soliday (4) Rep. Dale DeVon (5)

Rep. Dave Heine (85) Rep. Ryan Hatfield (77)

Author Name (District) * = co-author

Rep. David Ober (82) Rep. Dennis Zent* (51) 

Rep. Clyde Kersey* (43) Rep. Ryan Dvorak* (8)

Sponsor Name (District)

Sen. Susan Glick (13) Sen. Blake Doriot (12)

Sen. David Niezgodski (10)

12



employees or authorized representatives to enter land within the 100 year flood plain of  
any watercourse in the river basin to investigated suspected flood control law violations. 

• Public Law 139-2018/Enrolled House Bill No. 1155 (2018) 

Created a pilot program for a portion of  Indianapolis and Johnson County regarding 
subdivision drain repairs. Authorized the executive of  a county or consolidated city to 
enter into a contract with a subdivision HOA providing for the county/city to repair 
drains in the subdivision and for property owners in the subdivision to pay assessments to 
fund the repairs. 

• Public Law 171-2018/Enrolled Senate Bill No. 386 (2018) 

Authorized the Indianapolis metropolitan development commission, upon 
recommendation from the board of  public works and approval of  the legislative body, to 
adopt an ordinance designating an area as a flood control improvement district in order 

Author Name (District) * = co-author

Rep. Woody Burton (58) Rep. Doug Miller* (48)

Rep. John Young* (47)

Sponsor Name (District)

Sen. Rodric Bray (37) Sen. Blake Doriot (12)

Sen. Jean Breaux (34)

Author Name (District) * = co-author

Sen. John Ruckelshaus (30) Sen. Ed Charbonneau (5)

Sen. David Niezgodski (10) Sen. Mike Bohacek* (8)

Sen. James Buck* (21) Sen. Lonnie Randolph* (2)

Sen. Greg Taylor* (33)

Sponsor Name (District)

Rep. Gregory Porter (96) Rep. Justin Moed (97)

Rep. David Frizzell (93) Rep. Todd Huston (37)

13



to capture incremental property tax revenue within the district to be used for 
constructing, replacing, repairing, maintaining, or improving flood control works. 

• Public Law 177-2018/House Enrolled Act No. 1065 (2018) 

Authorized award of  grants to develop infrastructure needed to provide broadband 
service in unserved areas within the state. 

Author Name (District) * = co-author

Rep. David Ober (82) Rep. Sharon Negele* (13)

Rep. Ryan Hatfield* (77) Rep. Scott Pelath* (9)

Sponsor Name (District)

Sen. Erin Houchin (47) Sen. Eric Koch (44)

Sen. James Merritt (31) Sen. Jean Leising (42)

Sen. Brian Buchanan (7) Sen. Mark Messmer (48)

Sen. Lonnie Randolph (2) Sen. Mike Bohacek (8)

Sen. Susan Glick (13) Sen. John Crane (24)

14

OTHER RECENTLY PASSED LEGISLATION OF NOTE 

• Public Law 81-2020/Enrolled Senate Bill No. 343 - Changes the rural 
telephone cooperative act to the rural communications cooperative act, allowing the 
formation of  nonprofit cooperative corporations for the purposes of  providing 
telecommunications service and information service, including video service, 
broadband service, and VOIP service. 

• Public Law 282-2019/Enrolled House Bill No. 1270 (2019) - Abolished the 
Kankakee River basin commission and replaces it with the Kankakee River basin and 
Yellow River basin development commission. Authorizes the commission to 
participate in the flood control program operated by the Indiana finance authority. 
Imposes annual special assessments against taxable parcels of  real property located 
within any part of  the basin within a county, payable to the commission. 



Recently Failed Legislation 

All following bills are from the 2020 legislative session, unless otherwise noted in 
parentheses. 

• House Bill No. 1194 

Would have required railroad companies to make, maintain, and repair certain of  their 
crossings at their own expense. 

• House Bill No. 1318 

Would have permitted DNR to take immediate action for the maintenance, alteration, 
repair, reconstruction, change in construction or location, or removal of  a dike, floodwall, 
levee, or appurtenance if  the department deems such action necessary due to the danger 
posed to human life or property. (Current law does not allow immediate action for danger 
to property alone.) 

• House Bill No. 1415

Proposed allowing county surveyors to classify regulated drains as a drain in need of  
reconstruction if  the drain's functionality is compromised and if  it could be reconstructed 
in a way that: (1) better serves the interest of  public health, (2) significantly reduces 
undesirable environmental effects, or (3) provides flood reduction benefits. Would also 
have created the classification of  "drain in need of  periodic maintenance" for drains that 

Author Name (District) * = co-author

Rep. John Young (47) Rep. Don Lehe* (25)

Rep. Robert Cherry* (53) Rep. Justin Moed* (97)

Author Name (District) * = co-author

Rep. Shane Lindauer (63) Rep. Steve Bartles* (74)

Rep. Steven Davisson* (73) Rep. Terry Goodwin* (66)

Author Name (District) * = co-author

Rep. Carey Hamilton (87)

15



can be made to function as intended and provide the benefits listed above through 
periodic cleaning, spraying, repair, additions, et al. 

• Senate Bill No. 461 (2019) 

Sought to impose a cap of  $5,000,000 on grants for broadband projects. 

• House Bill 1364 (2019) 

Aimed to prohibit INDOT from changing the location of  the downtown corridor of  I-65 
and I-70 if  the changes would include above grade walls and additional lanes. Would also 
have required INDOT to consider increasing connectivity between neighborhoods and 
areas of  commerce that are divided by the downtown corridor, and opportunities for 
economic development surrounding the corridor, when developing plans to change the 
corridor's location. 

• House Bill No. 1438 (2019) 

Sought to establish a water infrastructure task force to examine an inventory and 
assessment of  the state's water resources and study other subjects related to water and 
wastewater infrastructure. 

Author Name (District) * = co-author

Sen. Mark Messmer (48)

Author Name (District) * = co-author

Rep. Justin Moed (97) Rep. Dan Forestal* (100)

Rep. Gregory Porter* (96)

Author Name (District) * = co-author

Rep. Edmond Soliday (4) Rep. Todd Huston* (37)

Rep. Matt Pierce* (61) Rep. Ryan Hatfield* (77)
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• House Bill 1471 (2019) 

Would have required INDOT to conduct a traffic study of  the U.S. 30 corridor in Allen 
County. 

• House Bill No. 1159 (2018) 

Would have provided that laws regulating dams apply only to structures meeting certain 
height, drainage area, and volume impoundment requirements, and proposed changing 
the standard to determine potential consequences for a failure from "may cause" to "likely 
to cause." 

• House Bill 1308 (2018) 

Proposed requiring INDOT to assume responsibility for the construction, improvement, 
or repair of  catch basins, manholes, curbs and gutters, pipes, and other necessary 
drainage structures, in certain instances. 

Author Name (District) * = co-author

Rep. Dave Heine (85)

Author Name (District) * = co-author

Rep. William Friend (23)

Author Name (District) * = co-author

Rep. Randall Frye (67)
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Legislative Action in Other States 

Below is a brief  summary of  a few of  the actions that state legislatures around the 
country have taken within the past few years. Although the infrastructure needs of  
those states may vary from Indiana's, these efforts may nonetheless prove 

instructive or inspire future approaches for the Hoosier State. 

Florida	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
Bill: Essential State Infrastructure Bill 
Status: Signed into law in 2020 
The Essential State Infrastructure Bill/SB 7018 expands electric vehicle charging station 
infrastructure along state highways to support growing use of  electric vehicles in the state, 
contributing to a lowering of  greenhouse gas emissions.  38

Bill: SB 7068 
Status: Signed into law in 2019 
The law created new multi-use corridors intended to provide regional connectivity by 
accommodating multiple modes of  transportation and types of  infrastructure, such as 
broadband, water, and sewer connectivity, and public transit, while also serving as 
additional hurricane evacuation routes.  39

Illinois	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
Bill: SB 1939 
Status: Signed into law in 2019 
Part of  a package that formed Illinois' first major infrastructure program in a decade, SB 
1939 doubled the state's gasoline tax (from 19 cents per gallon to 38 cents per gallon) and 
special fuels tax (from 2.5 to 5 cents) to provide funding for roads and bridges and public 

 SB 7018, 2020 Legis., Reg. Sess. (Fla. 2020). https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/38

2020/7018/BillText/er/HTML

 SB 7068, 2019 Legis., Reg. Sess. (Fla. 2019). https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/39

2019/7068/BillText/er/HTML
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transportation, and also set aside $50 million in funding for pedestrian and bicycle 
facilities and the conversion of  railroad corridors to trails.  40

Texas	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
Bill: House Joint Resolution 4 
Status: Introduced in the 2019 legislative session; passed into law after being approved 
by voters as Proposition 8  41

In the wake of  Hurricane Harvey and severe storms and floods that hit Texas in recent 
years, the state legislature approved this resolution, which enjoyed overwhelming and 
bipartisan support. It amended the state's constitution in order to provide for the creation 
of  a flood infrastructure fund to finance drainage, flood mitigation, and flood control 
projects.  42

Relevant Advocacy Groups 

American Council of  Engineering Companies  	 	 https://www.acec.org/ 
American Society of  Civil Engineers	 	 	 https://www.asce.org/ 
American Society of  Landscape Architects	 	 https://www.asla.org/default.aspx 
Build Indiana Council	 	 	 	 	 https://buildindianacouncil.org/ 
Hoosier Environmental Council	 	 	 	 https://www.hecweb.org/ 
Transportation for America	 	 	 	 http://t4america.org/ 
U.S. Chamber of  Commerce	 	 	 	 https://www.uschamber.com/

 SB 1939, 101st Gen. Assemb., Reg. Session. (Ill. 2019). https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/40

publicacts/101/101-0032.htm

 KUT. (2019, November 5). 2019 Elections: Texans Reject Constitutional Amendment on Municipal 41

Judges, Approve Nine Others. KUT. https://www.kut.org/post/2019-elections-texans-reject-
constitutional-amendment-municipal-judges-approve-nine-others

 HJR 4, 86th Legis., Reg. Session. (Tex. 2019). https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/billtext/42

html/HJ00004F.htm
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